Ocular manifestations of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) include mucocutaneous involvement of the eyelids, secondary Sjogren's syndrome, optic neuropathy, and retinopathy. [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] The retinopathy generally consists of cotton wool spots with or without retinal haemorrhages and may occur in the absence of hypertension. The bodies, we identified seven patients with occlusive ocular vascular disease. These seven patients had previously undergone a full ophthalmological examination. Table 1 records their main clinical and serological characteristics. The anticardiolipin antibodies were estimated by a modified enzyme linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) as described by Gharavi et al.8
Results
Of the 84 patients in the study, seven patients suffered from occlusive ocular vascular disease (six had SLE and one had primary antiphospholipid syndrome). Thus the prevalence of occlusive ocular vascular disease was 8% in this subgroup of patients with raised anticardiolipin antibodies. Table 1 records the ocular lesions of these patients.
Four of these patients also had cerebrovascular disease (three had SLE, one had primary antiphospholipid syndrome). Thus three of six patients (50%) with SLE and occlusive ocular vascular disease had cerebrovascular disease. Table 1 records the neurological lesions of these patients.
Six of the patients recorded displayed additional features of the antiphospholipid syndrome.
Discussion
The 8% prevalence of occlusive ocular vascular disease in the subgroup of patients we studied is significantly higher than the 0-5-2-0% previously reported in SLE. 1 
